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The Irish Architectural Technology Network (IATN) was formed in 2017 to actively 
promote discussion on the role of Architectural Technologists within the Irish Design 
and Construction Community. As a network, our aim is to uphold and promote the 
interests of Architectural Technologists at a collective level.  IATN aims to promote 
the professionalisation of the role of Architectural Technologist, enhance career paths 
and remove barriers restricting the potential of Architectural Technologists within the 
wider architectural community. Our members represent a diverse range of Architectural 
Technologists / Technicians across Ireland.   

Pat Kirwan - IATN

Barry Kirwan - IATN

John Paul McClave - IATN

James Kiernan- IATN

Website:  www.iatn.ie

         @iatnet

         www.facebook.com/iatnet/

There has been much debate over the
past number of years on the subject
of a statutory register for Architectural
Technologists and indeed which
organisation should administer the
register.

The initial building blocks to the
development of a register were set in
2016 with the publication of the Quality
and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) award
standards for Architectural Technology
Education. This was the first time that
a national standard describing the
knowledge, skill and competence to
be acquired before a QQI award in
Architectural Technology was made. It
was widely seen by the expert group
developing the scope of the standard
that a NFA Level 8 award should form
the base educational standard for  
gaining entry onto any possible        
register.

The Department of the Environment,
Community and Local Government
were represented on the QQI Standard
expert group and confirmed that they
were proceeding with the statutory
changes required to incorporate a
register for Architectural Technologists.
This was anticipated to take two years.

Parties that are interested in being
the registration body will first need to
develop a Regulatory Impact Analysis
(RIA). A Regulatory Impact Analysis
(RIA) should indicate how the proposed
basis for setting up and maintaining
the register will operate and align to
regulations.

The RIA would need to address several
issues including:

• Why is a Statutory Register
Required?

• How is the Register going to
Operate? – Educational / Entrance
Exams / Work Experience etc.

• Cost Benefit Analysis

The IATN launched a survey earlier this 
year to gauge support and seek       
opinion for the establishment,             
administration and maintenance of a 
register. We had a large response, 604 
Architectural Technologists and 168  
Architects took part. The results give an 
inside into the strong level of support 
for the creation of a statutory register 
for Architectural Technologists.

We hope that the results contained in
this report will provide a basis for the
next stage in the creation of a register
and the title “Professional Architectural
Technologist”.

The IATN would like to thank the
following for their assistance in
developing the survey:

Liam Innes

Cathy Prunty

Eleanor Heylin Kelly

Joe Byrne

INTRoduction
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“Technologists should think carefully about registration 
and representation and give due consideration to the 
separation of those two functions.”

“An independent Irish technical body should represent 
our interests.”

RESULTS

What they said:

“As a professional who has been working in the Built 
Environment Sector for over 15 years now I am fully 
supportive of this. I do believe that adequately qualified, 
trained and experienced Architectural Technologists / 
Technicians do not receive sufficient standing within the 
sector. Again, such a move would need to be properly 
regulated and monitored should it come to fruition.”

“Remain professional always and carry out your role with 
passion for technology”

“An independent registered organisation would be 
the best route and it would go a long way in clearly 
establishing the role of architectural technologists.”
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“We’re needed more than ever, but I believe 
that we should work alongside Architects as 
the Technician brings a different skill set to 
the table.” 

“Only when the government recognise 
Arch Tech and their professional ability to 
certify works as outlined above then the 
opportunity may present itself to form a 
new independent Irish AT Institute”

“Construction Documentation using BIM 
and certification are not skills Architects 
are trained in. Bringing a new register in 
and having the architectural technologist 
outside the architects office would bring 
Ireland more in line with how Construction 
works in Europe.”

What they said:
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“The Profession of Architectural Technology 
has matured within the Design team and 
should be recognised as such through 
correct protection of title and function.”

“ATs need to take ownership of particular 
aspects of the field that others do not. 
For instance thermal performance, 
quality management, perhaps regulatory 
compliance, and technical building 
performance”

“Possibly promote more events and meet-
ups, creating a more engaged community? 
Similar to what’s currently being done with 
BIM in Ireland.”

“Need distinction of a certain level of AT to 
fulfil this role equivalent to an Arch, Eng, 
or Surveyor, i.e. Level 8 degree, min years 
experience, membership of an organisation/
body.”

“I think that more recognition of the work 
experience of Architectural Technologist 
should be acknowledged as part of the 
process of establishing the register and not 
just qualifications.” 

“The view that AT’s are a sub qualification 
needs to be removed. The job of an AT’s 
has become vast and highly technical. It’s 
time for each construction professional to 
have defined roles of equal standing. We are 
trained to do the technical design, let us do 
our job without restrictions.”

What they said:
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“Differentiation in qualifications; some are 
design based with others more technical. 
the qualification level differs so much 
through the teaching institutions. Also there 
should be less architects lecturing same 
without having a technical background or 
knowledge. Personally I felt throughout that 
lecturers were more interested in pretty 
drawings than technical ability.”

“A statutory register is the only way for 
professional and social recognition of ATs in 
Ireland. “

“I believe there should be scope for 
continued study into areas of design 
should ‘design without limitation’ be a goal 
for an AT. The removal of glass ceilings is 
important to me, not taking on the role of 
architect with a different background.”

“I fully believe in this initiative to set up a 
register for Architectural Technologists. I 
believe it should be in the form of a newly 
set up body.”

What they said:
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“Provide a support structure and let AT 
operate on their own merit, providing full 
services to client(public).”

“I want AT’s to have a standing like 
Engineers and Surveyors in Irish 
construction. I don’t necessarily want to 
infringe on the role of the Architect. There is 
plenty of work to go around.”

“Make your voices & opinion on the 
profession heard to the different bodies of 
registration”

“Looking forward to returning to Ireland 
and joining an Irish AT professional 
organisation”

What they said:

“AT’s are the technical element of any 
design. We didn’t chose a career in AT 
because we could not or would not design. 
There are as many excellent AT capable of 
design as architects yet architects don’t look 
at the real world of technical. It is an equal 
qualification yet with no recognition.  Most 
thought of as the low skilled element of the 
industry  ”
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“There needs to be a better effort made to 
upskill those that qualified before the level 
8 degrees became available , this needs 
to address the fact that these people are 
working so courses need to be part time 
and or available to do in sections allowing 
for peoples lack of available time.”

“Register needs to be set up & recognised 
ASAP. The longer regulations such as BCAR 
are implemented excluding AT’s the harder 
it will be to have them added to future 
iterations of such regulations & certification 
systems.”

“I think a minimum standard for acceptance 
as an AT needs to be set, some courses/
professionals at the lower end of the scale 
reduce the respect for the term AT. Without 
a minimum level we revert to a situation 
that AT’s are draught people who ‘do what 
they are told’ by Architects. The old view 
that AT’s are not much more Tech Drawing 
teachers..”

What they said:
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“With the increasing legislative and technical 
complexity in the delivery of architecture 
there is a clear opportunity for Architectural 
Technologists to carve out a distinct and 
integral role within the design team. Proper 
professional representation is vital to 
achieving this. As an architect I fully support 
this development in the professions.”

“I spent 5 years working in UK, and my 
qualifications and job role as a chartered 
architectural technologist were never 
questioned. I returned to my own 
country, the country that trained me and 
now I cannot perform functions of my 
qualifications and role. I still do work in the 
UK now and it is so frustrating that I am like 
a 2nd class citizen in my own country..”

“Architectural Technologists should sign up 
to charter requiring them to have a peer 
review from a qualified Architect on any 
designs they are proposing.”

“A new body could focus the industry on 
technical detailing matters which would 
elevate the level of AT’s to that of their 
continental counterparts..”

“Should be capable of being design & 
Assigned certifier for construction works 
- equally as qualified as an Architect to 
undertake these roles in my opinion.”

What they said:

“Change name to Building Technologist”
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